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Now fora 
Decade of Trees 


As 1982 draws to an end the Year of the Tree gives way to 
a Decade of Trees. The Prime Minister has announced a 
National Tree Programme as one of the proposals for our 
Bicentennial, and a Decade of Trees National Executive is 
now working on such a programme. 

A decade is along time by anyone’s standards, so when the 
clarion calls have faded and the propaganda broadsheets 
been consigned to the garbage bins, what is there? 

The concept is, to say the least, timely, the intent is totally 
praise-worthy. To carry it to fruition requires an ongoing 
commitment on the part of a great many people, for 
unfortunately many of the seeds will fall on stony ground. 

Quite apart from persuading people that trees are not just 
important, but essential to our continued existence, there is - 
and this is painfully evident - a need to educate people on 
what trees to plant and how to plant and care for them. One 
does not have to walk far in any suburban area to see trees 
that have been rammed into holes torn out of the rubble or 
scooped out of sand, watered once, maybe twice and then 
forgotten; not surprisingly they are DEAD. Not only well 
intentioned home-owners, but more often local Councils are 
to blame. 

Secondly, there is a need to update legislation to protect 
trees, especially significant trees. The National Trust in 
Victoria has taken the initiative and, with the help of the Royal 
‘Botanic Gardens, Melbourne, is compiling a register of 
significant trees, with a view to negotiating means of protecting 
those assessed as being of significant value. Will other States 
follow this lead? It remains to be seen. 

Admittedly, Tree Preservation Orders are in force in a 
number of local Council areas - though by no means all. 
General preservation orders, or individual conservation orders, 
however, are of little value unless they can be promptly and 
effectively enforced. In many cases the penalties for infringing 
these orders are byno means commensurate with present day 
values, and are often openly flouted by property developers. 


TIM NORTH 








A FESTIVE BYZANTINE CONE FEATURING DRIED AUSTRALIAN WILD 
FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS - WHITE EVERLASTING DAISIES. SOUTH AUST- 
RALIAN DAISIES, MINIATURE EVERLASTING DAISIES. SMOKE BUSH AND 
STIRLINGIA - AVAILABLE FROM MODERN WILDFLOWERS, 58 WILLIAM STREET, 
PADDINGTON, N.S.W. 2021. 






WE WISH ALL OUR READERS 
A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS 
TIM AND KEVA NORTH 
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Book Reviews 


Growing Geraniums and Pelargoniums in 


Australia and New Zealand, 
by Jean Llewellyn, Bettery Hudson and Gordon C. Morrison 


Growing Orchids in Australia and New Zealand, 
by Gordon C. Morrison 


Growing Cacti and Succulents in Australia and 


New Zealand 
by William and Sybil Harland 


published by Kangaroo Press, 3 Whitehall Road, Kenthurst, 
N.S.W. 2154: recommended retail price $8.95 or available 
direct from the publishers (postage and packing $1.50 extra) 


reviewed by Tim North 


There has been quite a flood of soft-cover gardening books 
over recent years; most have given little apart from fairly basic 
information and they have tended to be rather repetitious. It was, 
therefore, with no particular enthusiasm that I opened the first of 
these books, the one on Geraniums and Pelargoniums. It took 
less than a page to change my attitude totally, for I found myself 
reading an erudite, but extremely lucid and very interesting 
history of the whole Geraniaceae, which, to the lesser informed, 
comprises five genera - Geranium, Pelargonium, Erodium, 
Monsonia, and Sarcocaulon. Naturally the emphasis is on the 
second of these genera, being by far the most popular, but the 
others are not omitted. There are chapters on identification 
and classification, cultivation, - propagation, hybridizing and 
mutations, and making the best use of plants of the various 
genera in garden and landscape. The colour illustrations are 
generally very good. ; 

The book on Orchids is up to the same high standard, with 
chapters on distribution, diversity and ecology, substrates and 
culture, propagation, even one on mycorrhizal associations. 
Some of the colour illustrations are a little ‘fuzzy’ but most are 
very good, and there-are useful appendices on sun tables and 
technical data. 
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No less can be said of the book on Cacti and Succulents. It 
gives sound advice on plants for beginners, and starting a 
collection, and more advanced chapters on the history of these 
plants in cultivation, vegetative propagation including grafting, 
showing and judging. 

These are three excellent text-books, small in size but big in 
content, each written from long practical experience. They will be 
invaluable to beginners as well as to more advanced gardeners 
who are anxious to expand their knowledge of a particular group 
of plants. 

‘ery and a further title in the same series, also published by and 
available from Kangaroo Press, for the same price as those 
above ..... 


Growing Camellias in Australia & New Zealand, 
by Bob Savell and Stan Andrews 


reviewed by Mary E. Davis 
- horticulturist and landscape consultant 


Gardening books by practical people are always appreciated, 
so I unhesitatingly recommend this book. These two Camellia 
experts have combined to present in simple and non-technical 
terms information on the selection and culture of this most 
beautiful of all evergreen shrubs. Over one hundred colour 
plates are included together with a guide to companion planting. 


The Christmas Tree Show 


An exhibition of landscape photography to mark the Year of 
the Tree will be held in the Art Gallery of New South Wales 
through December and until 9th January 1983. 


The International Garden Exhibition 1983 


Munich will be the venue, from April to October, for the 
International Garden Exhibition, featuring flowers, fruit, 
vegetables, grasses and trees from all parts of the world. There 
will be demonstrations of the gardening traditions and tech- 
niques of individual countries, special thematic displays to 
provide inspiration and new ideas, and competitions sponsored 
by growers’ organizations. Conferences and symposia will make 
the latest technical knowledge available to amateur gardeners 
and professionals alike. 

A cultural programme of international scope and quality will 
complement the Exhibition. 

The 180 acre IGA (Internationale Gartenbau Ausstellung) 
park lies only a few miles from the centre of the city and is easily 
reached by public transport. 

In addition, the XXIst World Congress of the International 
Federation of Landscape Architects (IFLA) will be heldin Munich 
from the 31st August to the 3rd September 1983. 


In addition to the Byzantine Cone featured on our front page 
Modern Wildflowers of Paddington have available for Christmas 
a wide range of door wreaths and Christmas decorations, baskets 
of dried flowers, unusual native plants, and a wide range of fresh 
flowers - Christmas Bush, Christmas Bells, Banksias, Kangaroo 
Paws, Flannel Flowers, etc. 


ee eee 
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English Gardens No 7 


The Dower House, Badminton, Glos. 


Lady Caroline Somerset says she was a complete novice at 
gardening when she came to live at the Dower House, and 
learned through making terrible mistakes. Looking at the garden 
to-day one suspects she is being over modest - though she did 
have some help from Russell Page. 

The gardens at The Dower House take the form of a series of 
enclosures linked by vistas, in the Hidcote fashion, with colour 
schemes that follow the Jekyll tradition and, overall, that sense of 
casual elegance that is the genius of English garden design. 

The garden is entered on the north side of the house; here 
there is a box-hedged front garden with roses, and a climbing 
hydrangea, H. petiolaris, on the wall of the house. Opposite is a 
paved area for eating outside on a summer's day, and a curved 
wall, painted deep apricot like the house, against which grow 
sun-loving shrubs like Carpentaria californica. 

A path bordered by Stachys anata and sun roses leads to the 
winter garden; here are Garrya elliptica, honeysuckles and 
jasmines, wintersweet, hellebores and dwarf cyclamen. 

The west front of the house opens onto a paved terrace 
enclosed by a low wall; steps lead to the gently rising ground 
beyond. White valerian, wild strawberries and thymes contrast 
with clipped box balls, and the walls of the house are covered 
with climbing roses. 

A gate leads to a small herb garden, with a pattern of paving 
around a central clipped bay tree. Nearby isa small orchardanda 
border of flowers for cuttings - paeonies. lilies, delphiniums, and 
the sulphur yellow Cephalaria tatarica. 

The main axis running west from the house leads up steps, 
flanked by clipped yew pyramids, to a square grass plot bordered 
by mixed plantings of blue-purple, pinks and pale yellow, with 
silver foliage - geraniums, Macleaya cordata, sages and lavenders, 
and old roses like Fantin-Latour, Blanc Double de Couvert and 
Nevada. 

A short avenue of flowering quinces has a large Indian Bean 
on one side and a red horse chestnut on the other. Behind a 
hedge decorated with everlasting peas is a swimming pool, 
designed with great restraint to be a positive feature of the 
garden. The pool is sheltered on the north side bya massive yew 
hedge. A path now leads to the kitchen garden, but if we continue 
further west we come to another opening, a stone gateway, 
flanking which are double borders with more shrub roses, phlox, 
michaelmas daisies, and giant thistles. 

Next we come to a grassed circle formed by pleached limes, 
the vista ending with a white gate, through which is an old 
orchard. Continuing north along an avenue of limes and then 
turning east through an arched gate we find another long east- 
west axis. First is the pond garden, with yew hedges around the 
circular pool and fountain; narrow paths and box hedges forma 
pattern of interlocking L-shapes, and the corners are densely 
planted with shrub roses, paeonies, iris, lilies and Ceanothus 
‘Gloire de Versailles’. 

Through an arch of Rose ‘Christine White’ we come to the 
walled kitchen garden which has been made into a ‘potager in 
the French fashion. A central arbour of white painted wood 
(designed by Russell Page) is smothered with roses, clematis, 
solanum and jasmine - its owner says “it looks like one of Queen 
Mary’s prettiest toques”. This is linked to the box hedge 
perimeter paths by espaliered apples and an avenue of Iceberg 








roses. In the beds are neat rows of vegetables, soft fruits, 
asparagus and globe artichokes. 

In case all this sounds too easy, we will conclude with Lady 
Caroline Somerset’s own words “It is easy if you have a modicum 
of taste, to create a pretty garden, butit is damn difficult to keep it 
going”. 


Water Nilies 


All Colours 


Large Range of both Tropical and Hardy 
Also Aquatic, Marginal and Moisture Loving Plants 
Stockists of Pumps for Waterfalls, Fountains, Statues & Gargoyles. 


Do-It-Yourself Safe Low Voltage Garden Lighting 
for Paths, Ponds, Waterfalls & Patios. 


Write now for descriptive literature — $1.50 postage paid 


Che Water Garden erat 
(Mountain Fisheries) 
P.O. Box 68C, EMERALD, VICTORIA 3782 


English Gardens Tour 


Only a few vacancies remain on our Garden Lovers’ Tour of 
English Gardens, departing on 11th June 1983. The Tour 
finishes on the 1st July, but travel arrangements allow for return 
to Australia any time up till 15th August. There will, therefore be 
ample time to visit the World Rose Congress in Baden-Baden 
from 5th to 10th July, and the International Garden Exhibition in 
Munich, which runs until the end of October. 

Details and booking forms are available from: Allways Travel 
Pty. Ltd, 82 Elizabeth St, Sydney, 2000. Tele: (02) 235-1022. 
The Travel Company, Nauru House, 80 Collins St, Melbourne, 
3000. Tel: (03) 654 1111. 


‘THE LAVENDER PATCH’ 
FARM & NURSERY 


S>- 
SPECIALIZING IN LAVENDER PLANTS 
OF ALL KINDS - FROM THE ‘STILLROOM’ 
QUALITY DRIED LAVENDER OILS, 


AND POTPOURRI SUPPLIES. 


Sl" 


Frank and Marian French 
Cullens Road, 
KINCUMBER (043) 69-1611 


OPEN EVERY SATURDAY, SUNDAY & MONDAY ONLY 
10 AM -5 P.M. 
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DAVID STEAD WILLE 
fe RESEARCH FOUNDATION / 


PHOTOGRAPH: REALE etait 
Wirrimbirra Sanctuary 


for study and recreation 
by Thistle Y. Harris 


Some 90km from Sydney on the Hume Highway between 
Picton and Bargo, about 5km south of the Bargo River Bridge 
Wirrimbirra Sanctuary and Field Studies Centre provides 
a small oasis in a rapidly developing metropolis. 

Established in 1962 by the David Stead Memorial Wildlife 
Research Foundation of Australia Inc., the founders expressed 
their desire to provide some opportunity for the development of 
understanding and appreciation of the necessity for conserving 
natural resources through education by: 

the acquisition of a bushland sanctuary to be retained in its 

natural state as a sample of some of the original components 

of the Bargo Brush 


the establishment and maintenance of a Wild Flower Garden 
for study, research and delight 


the development of an ongoing educational programme 
designed to assist students at all levels and of all ages to 
become competentin the long and the short term management 
of natural resources, particularly in the fields of biology, 
horticulture, geography and local history. 


In 1965 The National Trust of Australia (N.S.W.) accepted the 
property as a gift, thus assuring, as far as was possible its future 
in perpetuity. Its management and financial responsibilities were 
left in the hands of the Stead Foundation. It subsists on 
membership fees, donations and a modest income from a small 
plant nursery which includes a number of less commonly offered 
species and the sale of relevant publications, including a series 
Your Australian Garden published by the Stead Foundation. 
It is operated by two full-time Ranger-Managers who are 
available to assist and advise visitors. 





The property covers a little over 90ha, much of it relatively 
untouched bushland divided by the Great Southern Railway line 
which transects it. The smaller area, approximately 5ha facing 
the Hume Highway, the Administrative Area, is approached 
from the highway along a driveway flanked by two magnificent 
eucalypts, Scribbly Gum (E. sclerophylla) and a Grey Gum (E. 
punctata) and lined with many species of wattle. It continues 
through the area to the exit driveway recently planted with 
several species of bottlebrush (Callistemon). 

The Administrative area contains all the buildings-Staff 
cottages, office and bookshop, toilets, workshop, toolshed, 
glasshouses, shadehouses and potting shed and the Barbara 
Dew Field Studies Centre. The Centre contains the classroom, 
resource room, accommodation cabins (equipped to hold 44 
persons), and ablutions block. It is separated from the other 
buildings by a picnic area with a barbeque, a parking area and 
bushland, and is approached through an avenue of Snowy River 
Wattle (Acacia boormanii). The area between the building has 
been formally landscaped as The Frances and Eunice McClure 
Garden. Adjoining this is the Allen Strom School Demonst- 
ration Garden, designed specially for school use. 

Among other facilities, closer to the administrative buildings 
are two guided nature trails. 

The remainder of this area is divided into sections approached 
by planted avenues. Species from other parts of the Common- 
wealth have been added for interest and study, among the 
existing flora. These are arranged in family, generic or ecological 
groups. In sparsely vegetated parts the introduced species are 
concentrated in this way. Round the buildings where little of 
natural growth remained, more formal, mixed beds have been 
formed. The demands made on soil nutrients and water and the 
heavy shadow cast.by the tall trees has impeded the growth of 
introduced plants. By continual efforts and with the passing of 
years these are now bidding fair to make our dream of a Show 
Garden for Conservation a reality. 

At various times of the year wattles, mintbushes, leptospermums 
and recently bottlebrushes hold court. There is always something; 
there is often too much to see in one day. 





THE FIELD STUDIES CENTRE IS APPROACHED THROUGH AN AVENUE 
OF SNOWY RIVER WATTLES (ACACIA BOORMANI). 
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Two self-guided nature trails wind their way through this area 
also. The plantations have provided us with data concerning the 
adaptability of non-indigenous plants and their cultural needs 
and so providing useful information to horticulturists and 
botanists. We have succeeded in establishing plants of a cream- 
flowering waratah with large blooms, apple green in the centre 
while young, turning white at maturity, the surrounding bracts 
rich cream. The parent from which the cuttings were taken is a 
small plant and is regrowth from a burnt stump. As faras we know 
it does not set seed. It lives in lordly majesty in a very secret place 
and has been burnt to the ground twice in ten years. Beinga slow 
grower it has not yielded many cuttings. One of our plants 
flowered every year for three years, was burnt to the ground in 
the 1977 fires and flowered again this year. The second plant has 
never flowered. On professional advice we have cut one third of 
it to stir its conscience. 

But fascinating and pleasing as the grounds may be our major 
concern is education. Courses are available for students at all 
levels. In 1977 the Department of Education (N.S.W.) assumed 
responsibility for school classes and later provided a second 
classroom. (The first one was donated by the Gould League of 
N.S.W.) Two trained teachers co-operate with them in designing 
the work programmes which cover a wide range of topics, all 
designed to develop greater interest in and understanding of 
environment. Schools come from far and wide, some for a day 
visit and some for longer periods, using the accomodation 
cabins. Longer visits are sometimes used to explore sites beyond 
the Sanctuary of which there are many useful ones. Bookings are 
heavy; the timetable is usually filled in the first two days of the 
school year to cover that year and advance bookings for the 
following year are frequently made. The Foundation conducts 
workshops and discussions for adults from time to time on 
various aspects of plant cultivation, principles of conservation 
education and practices, the educational value to be found in the 
exploration of an old settlement such as Bargo and on other 
environmental topics as may be suggested by members. Academic, 
naturalist and photographic groups use the Sanctuary to pursue 
their special interests. 





The Sanctuary welcomes visitors every day of the year except 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day and Good Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. For further information ring (02) 667-3033 or (046) 84- 
1112 or write to Box 4840 G.P.O. Sydney, 2001. 


Thistle Y. Harris is the author of ten books on Australian flora 
including ‘Australian Plants for the Garden’ and is one of the 
most influential authorities on the cultivation of our native 
plants. 





PROSTANTHERA ‘POORINDA BALLERINA’ A GARDEN HYBRID, 
FLOURISHES AT WIRRIMBIRRA. 


Woodside Gerbs 


Specialising in useful 
plants - culinary, 
aromatic, medicinal, 
insect repellents 


and trees. Many rare 
varieties. 


WOODSIDE FARM. 
R.M.B, 100C 
GEORGES RIVER ROAD 
KENTLYN, 
via CAMPBELLTOWN, 2560 
PHONE (046) 25-3086 


Nursery open 10am-4pm 
Monday to Saturday 
CLOSED SUNDAY 
Send 60c for list 
Wholesale supplies available 
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Growing Macadamia Nuts - Part 1 
by Arthur Lowndes 


The widespread neglect of the macadamia in Australia is 
remarkable. Most Australians would not recognize one, and 
some think it is a native of Hawaii. This is remarkable in that the 
macadamia is regarded by many experts as the finest dessert nut 
in the world; it is the only plant species in the whole vast range of 
Australian flora that has been cultivated commercially forhuman 
food - and yet the Hawaiians are nearly forty years ahead of us in 
research into and commercial production of our nut. 

The macadamia belongs to the family Proteaceae - as do 
banksias, hakeas, dryandras, grevilleas and many other native 
plants. There are seven species in the genus, six being indigenous 
to Australia and the other occuring both in Australia and the 
Celebes. Only two of these species, however, produce edible 
nuts - M. integrifolia and M. tetraphylla; these two grow in the 
rain forests along the coast of southern Queensland and 
northern N.S.W., each occuring naturally in well defined and 
separate areas. 

The first specimens of macadamia were collected in 1843 by 
the German explorer Leichardt on the Conondale Range south 
of Maleny, and the first systematic description was made by von 
Mueller, who, together with Walter Hill, then Director of the 
Brisbane Botanic Gardens, collected specimens from forests 
along the Pine River. Von Mueller named the plant after his 
friend Dr John Macadam, secretary of the Philosophical Institute 
of Victoria. 

In 1892 nuts were taken to Hawaii by R.A. Jordan, to provide 
the basis of a major industry. 

The two species of macadamia which produce edible nuts 
have quite distinctive characteristics. M. integrifoliais the smooth 
leaved species, the leaves being in whorls of three at each node, 
and each leaf has a stem; the blossoms are creamy-white and the 
nuts have a smooth glossy surface and are more or less spherical. 
M.tetraphylla has leaves grouped into fours at each node, and 
they are sessile (without stems), being directly attached to the 
branches. The leaves have spiny margins and may be up to50cm 
in length. The blossoms are pink to red when fully opened; the 
nuts have a rough pebbled surface any may be pointed at one 
end. 

M.integrifolia is used almost exclusively for commercial 
orchards, and is the species recommended for home gardens. 
Not only does it give a good yield of high quality nuts, but it has 
attractive shiny and dense foliage, and grows into a fine shape 
which gives good shade. M.tetraphylla is very striking when in 
flower, but has some disadvantages - a tendency to chlorosis in 
the leaves, a susceptibility to leaf and twig eating insects, and 
spiny leaves that are awkward to handle when harvesting the 
nuts. 

Minimum temperature is the most important climatic factor in 
deciding where macadamias can be grown. They are frost 
sensitive for at least a few years until they have reached a height 
of about 2 metres and have developed good branches. A rule of 
thumb is that macadamias will grow where citrus do well, though 
severe frosts will kill them. In their natural habitat they are 
protected by taller trees and would never experience freezing 
temperatures. 


MACADAMIA INTEGRIFOLIA IN FLOWER 


Ideally a rainfull of 1500 to 2000mmis desirable. Macadamias 
have an extensive and shallow root system and irrigation is 
needed in dry weather. The critical times are late summer to early 
winter, a time of maximum vegetative growth, and spring to mid- 
summer, which is a critical time for flowering and nut-set,as well as 
early nut development. - 

A reasonably deep soil and good drainage is essential: pH is 
not normally a problem along the east coast of Australia, although 
an annual application of dolomite appears to be beneficial. Some 
protection from wind is desirable. 

Macadamias are self-pollinating and also cross-pollinating: a 
single tree will produce nuts. The only trees I have seen which 
failed to set a crop were poor, neglected trees, suffering from poor 
soil, competition from weeds and from insect pests. 

The most important insect pests are:- the macadamia flower 
caterpillar, which destroys flowers, the fruit-spotting bug, which 
causes premature nut fall, the macadamia nut borer, which 
destroys nuts, the twig-girdler which damages foliage and bores 
into stems. In the Sydney area these pests either do not occur or 
causes only minor damage. Insect problems are far worse with 
citrus and most pome and stone fruits. 

The only known disease affecting macadamias in Australia is 
Phytophthora cinnamoni, the same disease that affects avocados. 
It reveals itself in isolated cases by a discharge of reddish sap or 
gum from the trunk. The liklihood of this problem arising in a 
home garden is remote, provided that soil drainage is reasonably 
good. 
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Under good conditions a macadamia will increase in size for 
up to 20 years, reaching a height of 12 to 15 metres; generally 
they are as wide as they are tall. At 8 to 10 years they will be as 
high as a good mature lemon tree. 

They take two to three years longer than an orange tree to 
produce a crop, and considerably longer to reach maximum 
production. A few bunches of nuts can be expected on both 
seedling and grafted trees in the fifth year after planting out; in 
the sixth year you may get up to 6kg of nuts-in-shell, though my 
average from a hundred trees of that age was only 0.5kg. By the 
time the trees are ten years old you should be getting at least 8kg 
per tree, and after that yield will increase by about 40% each year 
until production reaches about 30kg per tree. In Queensland, 
ee gee : 


Dr, 
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MACADAMIA TREES IN MR LOWNDES’ ORCHARD 


where the growing season is two or three months longer this 
figure would be rather higher. 

Macadamias can grow to considerable age. I have investigated 
the age of several trees growing in gardens in south-east 
Queensland and estimated them to be 80 to 100 years old; some 
of these were still producing up to 45kg of nuts each year. 


(to be continued next month) 


NOTE: Arthur Lowndes was agricultural consultant to CSR Ltd 
in developing the first large-scale orchards of macadamias in 
Australia. Now, in retirement, he has his own small orchard of 
some 7180 trees at Dural, near Sydney. He still works on the 
propagation and culture of the macadamia. 


Breeding Hemerocallis 


Some characteristics - like a blue flower on a day-lily - are 
apparantly very hard to produce. Michael Kasha, of the Institute 
of Molecular Biophysics of Florida State University, and an 
expert on pigmentation chemistry, states that 100,000 plants of 
the same cross are needed to have six representatives of the 
desired rare combination. He and his co-researchers are invest- 
igating the extremely complex make-up of pigments in many 
near-white and purple cultivars to find which cross offers the best 
path to a blue. However, as Mr Kasha points out, in the Journal of 
the American Hemerocallis Society, ‘a cultivar of rare distinction 
can often be found in a run of 100 to 1,000 seedlings’. For 
example he bred ‘Heavenly Haviland’ with ‘Prairie Blue Eyes’ 
and from 300 seedlings about a dozen proved to be exceptionally 
interesting and distinctive, if not as exemplary finished flowers, 
then certainly as breeding potential for isolated traits. 


The Cropper Cracker 


At last! A cracker that is specially designed to crack the hardest nut . . . the 
Macadamia. It cracks clean, quick 'n' easy. The kernel remains intact, taste 
tempting perfect. . . those Macadamias all in one piece look so good in the 
bowl. The Cropper Cracker is made to do a tough job so it is tough. As there 
are no closing jaws it is particulary safe in use and will not pinch or cut fingers. 
A child can use it. And it’s finished in high gloss, hardwearing epoxy coating 
so that it always looks good. This is the cracker you have always needed to 
crack those tough nuts. Macadamia nuts cost $2 akilo in the shell and around 
$20 a kilo when shelled . . . so you can really save dollars with this new 
nutcracker. This would make a great gift... priced at just $29.00 plus 
postage ($2.50 NSW, $4.00 Qld). Also available from Parker's Nursery, 
Turramurra and Forans Nursery at Sylvania and Tempe. For further inquiries 
phone (02) 427-5954. 


MAIL TO: CROPPER CRACKER, P.O. Box 161, Lane Cove, NSW, 2066. : 
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WHAT DIG, WEED, CULTIVATE, TRENCH, 
TRIM, SCRUB AND NEVER ANSWER BACK? Gia 


Fr 


Cultivators, 


MASPORT ROTAHOE 
Proven reliable IC Series Briggs & 
Stratton 5 h.p., 4-stroke engine drives 
a precision- engineered worm-drive 
gearbox. Optional accessories 
maximise eg all year round. 


MASPORT HOME GARDENER 
Makes weeding. aerating. fertilising and 
composting no-sweat jobs. For deep 
digging and trenching the IC Series 
Briggs & Stratton 3 h.p.. 4-stroke 
* engine gives power to spare. 


\ 
\ 


‘SOME OF THE ‘OTHER PRODUCTS IN THE MASPORT RANGE ) MASPORT. 


MASPORT KG . POT BELLY 
LITTLE WONDER j 7 - 


MASPORT EDGER TRIMMERS 
DOMESTIC in AN 
MOWERS Op: 


MASPORT Ci £ 
ate 6° LITTLE WONDER 


> LY 4 & HEDGE SHRUB 
AREA Tf f 
nites ( d TRIMMERS 


Masport have a full colour brochure available giving full 
information on their Cultivators. Post the coupon 
for your copy and the name of your local approved P.O. Box 41, 
Masport stockist. Southland Centre, ADDRESS: 
Victoria 3192, 


It’s The Way That AT Safe 
Masport Makes Them 
ThatMakesThem . | ad, 
So Much Better! 


MASPORT PRCPRIETARY LIMITED — Melbourne, Adelaide, Sydney, Perth, Brisbane. 





TELEPHONE No.: 
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Garden Cultivators 


A cultivator is probably a once in a lifetime purchase. 
Therefore the three major factors to be considered are - 
performance, quality and durability. Take note of the thickness 
of the tines, the quality of the body components and hardware, 
and the method of power transmission. Performance can only be 
accurately assessed by comparing the products in the field, but 
compare them for what they will do for you, not what gimmicks or 
cosmetic features they may or may not have. 

You may be thinking of buying a cultivator for any orall of the 
following reasons - to increase leisure time, to eliminate ‘back- 
breaking’ gardening work, or to improve crops or garden. 
Consider which product is most likely to fulfill your needs. 

Masport products, which include domestic mowers, cultivators, 
large area mowers, pot belly stoves, woodworking machinery 
and waste disposal units, are regarded as being of top quality; 
Masport cultivators are, in fact, regarded by many as being 
market leaders. Their two cultivators, the 2.23 kW (3 hp) Home 
Gardener, and the 3.73 kW (5 hp) Rotahoe will be discussed in 
greater detail in next month’s issue. 


6 £5 pS 


Has anyone here got DBD? 
by Trevor Nottle 


Gather together any number of Hemerocallis fanciers, from 
five to fifty in number, and this curious question is bound to be 
asked, in hopeful tones and with some reverence, at least once - 
“Has anyone here got DBD?” ’ 

To the unitiatiated the mysterious initials stand for ‘Dance 
Ballerina Dance’, a recently released day-lily, or Hemerocallis. 
The reason for the question is that this particular hybrid is 
probably at the top of almost every fancier’s ‘wish list’. The plant 
itself produces double, ruffled apricot blooms and represents a 
major advance in Hemerocallis breeding. About a dozen plants 
have been produced from the original, and, reflecting the laws of 
supply and demand, are currently priced at $250 US. Even the 
seeds from this variety cost 75c each! Despite there being fewer 
than ten plants in buyer's hands such has been the publicity given 
to it in the U.S. that the plant has acquired quite a list of 
nicknames - The Dancer, The Ballerina, Dancer, Ballerina, and 
DBD. 

Such enthusiasm fora plant is not unusual, the cult of the new 
and the rare supplies the impetus which makes plant breeding a 
profitable business for many nurserymen. But such enthusiasm 
and prices for a day-lily? 

Everyone knows how common, and weed-like, is a day-lily, 
don’t they? The common double orange spreads like the plague - 
I can’t give it away, can you? And the other plain yellow one isn’t 
much better except that it has a pleasant lemon perfume... who 
would buy a day-lily? 

I did, and I urge you to try a few of the new hybrids. There are 
hundreds to choose from, available from Australian nurserymen 
for prices far more reasonable than $250! The colour range is 
wide enough to satisfy the lovers of bright and gaudy cottage 


’ 


flowers, and there are plenty of pastel shades to gladden the 
heart of the garden-artist. Plants may be evergreen or deciduous, 
ranging in height from 45cm to 120cm and with foliage which 
can be fine and grassy, or bold and recurving. In the past flowers 
have been available mainly in plain colours and muted pastel 
blends. Breeders have aimed at improving the clarity of the 
colour range, which is from palest cream through yellow, orange, 
melon, pink, red and maroon, to purple and lilac. Now that 
colours have been greatly improved and stablized breeders have 
begun to concentrate on improving the range of flowers with 
contrasting ‘eye’ zones and other patterns. 

A wide range of miniatures and doubles have also come into 
existence recently and will doubtless be much improved over the 
next decade. 

Day-lilies are hardy perennial plants requiring average soils, a 
sunny position and some summer watering. Usually a nurseryman 
will supply plants with one to three lead growths. Over three or 
four years these will multiply into a handsome clump showing 
many flowering stems (scapes) but after this the number of 
flowers will probably decline, indicating that division is needed. 
Established plants have an extensive system of tough, thong-like 
roots which havea strong grip on the soil, making clump-splitting 
a job best accomplished by two people, lifting with forks from 
opposite sides of the clump. Once it is out of the ground it is a 
good idea to hose off as much soil as possible, and then to use a 
sharp knife to divide the clump. 

Hemerocallis have many uses in home and park landscaping 
projects. They can be used as accent plants at gateways and 
doorsteps; they can be placed in wide beds at the margins of 
terraces, paths and drives; they can be happily mixed in cottage 
gardens and in garden colour schemes; their long tough roots are 
good soil retainers and can be used for erosion control; they will 
grow and flower well in lightly shaded woodland and do just as 
well in open positions; and they are tolerant of a wide range of 
soils and climates. 

For gourmets and herbalists the day-lily offers some added 
attractions apart from hardiness and usefulness in the garden. In 
Chinese cooking the unopened buds of yellow flowered day- 
lilies are stir fried in many traditional vegetarian dishes. As they 
cook very quickly they need be added only at the last minute. 
Homeopaths use the dried flowers as a diuretic, and to treat fever 
and haemorrhage. These applications would have been well 
known to the Chinese coolies who worked the gold-fields and 
railways, and they were most likely responsible for introducing 
them here. They may still be found naturalized in damp places 
near deserted gold diggings and fettlers’ camps. 

Keen gardeners may find the prospect of raising their own 
seedlings quite exciting. Plants are easily pollinated and set seed 
easily. Seeds germinate readily and grow with a willingness 
which makes Hemerocallis a rewarding genus for amateur 
breeders. Who knows, you could be the one to produc: an 
Australian equivalent of ‘Dance Ballerina Dance’. 


For further information membership of a a Hemerocallis 
Society is very worthwhile. The American Hemerocallis Society 
publishes four bulletins each year with numerous colour plates, 
and offers members other services such as a seed exchange, 
correspondence groups and slide programmes. Moves are under 
way to form an Australian Hemerocallis Society, and enquiries 
for membership would be welcomed by Mrs Jan Hood, 1a Ivy 
Street, Indooroophilly, Qld., 4068. The address of the American 
Hemerocallis Society is: C/- Mrs Joan D. Senior, Secretary, 
Route 2, Box 360, DeQueen, Arkansas, 71832, U.S.A. 
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Gift suggestions for 
Christmas = 








Space Pebbles 


An original concept in outdoor lighting is now being marketed 
by Nelda Holdings Pty Ltd, of Ingleside, N.S.W. Called ‘Space 
Pebbles’ they are irregular shapes made of fibreglass and marble 
chips, with an electric light fitting inside. Designed to lie flat on 
the ground among trees or shrubs, when lit they look like 
illuminated rocks and are remarkably effective. They are 
completely waterproof, and being made of fibreglass are virtually 
unbreakable, as well as being easily transported from one part of 
the garden to another. There are six sizes, from 125 x 110 x 
80mn,, costing $72, to 780 x 600 x 370mm, costing $270. All 
‘Space Pebbles’ are supplied completely assembled, together 
with two metres of cord and a plug. 

They are available from: 

N.S.W.: The Glass House, Shop 104, Upper Level, Warringah 
Mall, Brookvale, 2100. Tel: (02) 938-2198. 

Victoria: Bakka Design, 1122 High Street, Armadale, 3043. 
Tel: (03) 509-8611 

Queensland: Raymond Exclusive Gifts, Paradise Centre, Cavell 
Road, Surfers Paradise, 4217. Tel: (075) 39-9947. 

South Australia: Darryl Franklin, The Basement, 13 Leigh Street, 
Adelaide, 5000. Tel: (08) 212-6271. 

Western Australia: Margot Abjornson, Suite 12, 237 Stirling 
Highway, Claremont, 6010. Tel: (09) 384-9445. 

or in case of difficulty contact 3 

Nelda Holdings Pty. Ltd., 5 King Road, Ingleside, 2101. 

Tel: (02) 913-9408. 


gardening gloves 


Trimly tailored, kitten soft, < O, 


washable, they'll outwear 


all similar priced products. 
Cheaper imitations do not 
come up to their quality, 


durability or comfort. 


Insist on Green Thumb, the 

easy care gloves that actually green 
repel dirt! 

Men's, women's styles from Garden 

Supply, Hardwareiveon and Gift thumb : 
stores. Sole Aust. Agents: Kearney 

Sayers & Co. 316 Pitt St, Sydney. 


4 Bank Place, Melb. KESA0030 





R & D AQUAPONICS 


are proud to announce the introduction of their new 


Hydroponic Light Garden 


This unit has its own built-in fluorescent lights, making it 
a total growing system for modern gardeners. 

It is suitable for growing indoor plants, herbs, 
vegetables and flowers. 


The Aquaponic Light Garden includes: 

* A light stand and two 20 watt fluorescent growth 
tubes 
Hydroponic tray (featuring water level gauge) 
Expanded clay media (locally produced) 


* 

* 

* Nutrients 

* A full set of instructions. 


The height of the light stand is adjustable and the length 
is 2 ft > / a 


DECEMBER & JANUARY CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 


$95.00 COMPLETE 
Plus $10 Freight 


R&D CHEMICALS PTY. LTD. 
1 PARK ROAD, RYDALMERE, N.S.W. 2116. TELEPHONE (02) 638-2601 


AQUAPONICS® SYSTEM PAT. PENDING 
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BETH MAYNE’S 


STUDIO SHOP 


CNR. PALMER & BURTON STS. DARLINGHURST, NSW, 2010. 
TELEPHONE: (02) 357-6264 


ARTISTS FOR VERY SPECIAL s 


AS 


CHRISTMAS PRESENTS. 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday to Saturday 


Weathervanes 


- an original gift 





As a gift for any occasion a weathervane is unique, decorative 
and practical, and one that will give lasting pleasure. 

You cannot see the wind, but its direction determines the 
weather and probably what you will wear. 

Since 48BC weathervanes have been used to decorate and 
add distinctive character to all types of structures. The Greeks, 
the Romans, the English, and later the Americans all made use of 
weathervanes - sometimes to tell them the direction of the wind 
but in many cases just to display their particular interest and 
enhance the appearance of their home, place of business, or 
community gathering place. 

With modern houses, shops, motels, clubs, stables, and every 
other structure, there is a place for a weathervane. To-days 
materials and techniques have been combined to offer you the 
opportunity of displaying your own weathervane yet maintaining 
its old-world charm. 

Look around! You will find the ideal position to make a 
feature of an otherwise dull spot - whether it is on your corner 
‘fence, your carport, or perched high on your roof. 

. Phone or write for a free brochure to Winvane, P.O. Box 7, 
South Hurstville, N.S.W. 2221. Telephone (02) 579-6649. 








Books for Christmas 


Webbers Booksellers, 343 Little Collins Street, Melbourne, 
have just produced their catalogue of recommended books for 
Christmas 1982. It is full of fascinating titles to please almost 
every taste - fiction, biography, Australiana, childrens’ books, art, 
cookery, and some great gardening books. Jane Brown’s new 
book on Lutyens and Jekyll, ‘Gardens of a Golden Afternoon’ is 
one every keen gardener will want to read; it will be reviewed in 
‘Garden Cuttings’ next month. 


Hand-made ceramic tiles 


Anna Hamilton makes very beautiful tables, bird-baths, 
planter boxes, and mirror surrounds, all decorated with her 
hand-made ceramic tiles. 

She uses a lot of molten colour glass in these, so they havea 
marvellous cystalline quality and the colours are quite superb. 
Examples of her work can be seen at the Hargrave Gallery, 
Hargrave Street, Paddington, N.S.W., at Florian Nursery, 129 
Warriewood Road, Warriewood, N.S.W., or by appointment only 
at her home, 3 Pindari Place, Bayview, N.S.W. (tel. (02)99 3399) 







Henry Lawson’s Bookshop 

127 YORK STREET. SYDNEY, 2000. 
Phone: (02) 29-7799 

ONLY AUSTRALIAN BOOKS, AND BOOKS 

ON THE PACIFIC, INCLUDING FIRST 


CLASS NATURAL HISTORY AND 
GARDENING SECTIONS. 


Tl on cso pc ook 





A gift subscription for Christmas 


Give a year’s subscription to ‘Garden Cuttings’ 
and solve that gift problem. 


WE WILL ENCLOSE A CARD FROM YOU 


Enclosed: cheque / money order / cash $12 
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Summer School for Home Gardeners 


The Royal Horticultural Society of Victoria will be holding its 
Fifth Annual Summer School for Home Gardeners in the Laby 
Theatre at the University of Melbourne, on the 16th, 17th and 
18th February 1983. 

Some of the subjects covered are: 

Trees for the Home Garden 

Orchids for Everyone 

Water in the Garden 

Fun with Australian Plants 

Useful products in the Home Garden 

Proteas on Parade 

Old world plants for to-day’s Gardens 

The course costs $55, which covers three days, lunch each 
day in the dining hall of Newman College, morning and 
afternoon teas, and a special dinner on the Friday evening. 
Accomodation, which is strictly limited to the first 85 applicants, 
is available at extra cost at Newman College. 

Registration forms are available from The Royal Horticultural 
Society of Victoria, 418A Station Street, Box Hill South, Vic. 
3128. Telephone enquires may be made by ringing (03) 88- 
7646. 


Garden Cuttings is published monthly on a subscription 
basis. The annual subscription is $12.00, including postage. To 
become a subscriber simply send your name and address, 
together with a remittance for $12.00, to the address at the foot 
of this page, or use the application form provided. Your 
subscription will commence with the next issue. 

Single copies are also available from the address below, and 
from selected bookshops (including some National Trust 
bookshops) for $1.00 each. 

Copyright © by Garden Cuttings. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in part or whole without permission is strictly 
prohibited. 

Address all correspondence, including advertising enquiries, 
to: 


GARDEN CUTTINGS, 
P.O. Box 279, 
Edgecliff, N.S.W. 2027. 
Phone: (02) 326 1519 


Registered by Australia Post: Publication No. NBQ 4824. 
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